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MEMORANDUM FOR MAJOR GENERAL WILLOUGHBY 
subj: Estimate of the situation. iin Chinese. Coastal. Islands 7 


ne With teference. to oar gonvarsation, at. the meeting ‘on. the evening gat: 
2k February, Bi following estimate | ‘eoncerning. the, situation pertaining 


L,., bhe. 
. to the’ small islands “Lying” off the Chinese mainland’ in the vicinity of the 
FORMOSA STRATTS 2; now, held by the Chinese Naptepeliers is submitted. 





20, here” has: ‘Waal a “gradual. build up of indications ‘during the past six or 
seven weeks of the Chinese Comitinists intentions te attack’ the offlying 
coastal. islands. ,at.. present in the. hands. of the.Chinese Nationalists, with | 

; of course, on the two ma jor islands: of QUEMOY (Chinmen) and 
By be launched soon ~ - within two weéks to a month. 








34 The. coastal islands, ‘which at, present ; are occupied by chinese Mavlepa tere 
follow: 


ae (1). aEEs, {opsiamen Tee), ala islands within 15 mile radius 
* (2) ar 
3) Tara 







is 2he-25N, Lis-20R, ‘which, enters 
on quEMOY. 


ee se 82 60 O88 86° 99 


“(Ay PETPING-TAO 
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be. COKSHU, Island | 





fo (1) MATS 26-09N, 119-558 
(8) PimeKawrone 26-Ual, 119-598 

<3) PATSHA 26-1, 119-595 
‘es TAICHOU LISH~TAO _ | : 
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(1) HSTA-TA-CHEN 


- , (2) SHANG-TA-CHEN 








(4) PET-Y0-sHAN 


(3) T<GHTANG-sHaN 





2hm59N, 119-285 
25-58N; 119-578 


28-26N, 121-528 
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28-37, 121-188 


‘25053N, 122-158 
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SECRET 
(See. attached: enclosure sheet, for approximate. ieehidoune or 


ALL of these. ietaaas are , Lpuated. near, te. -the mainland, the “oye quaten distances 


being comparatively short. QUEMOY is 7-8 miles from the coast, MATSU 15-16 ; 


miles, : “OCKSEU: baits niles, - cea LIBH-TAO - 20 miles, 3 ‘TUNGCHUAN~TAO 2k 


’ miles, 





lie QUEMOY-occupies a very strategic..position- covering the,mouth of AMOY. 
‘Harbor. The Chinese Nationalists.at‘present have six regular army divisions. 
ef the 19th and 5th Armies (Corps), plus the 87th Army Artillery Battalion, 
one Mortar Battalion;:..and one):Tank Company-on the islands.: The estimated, .. 


cmbrengen of Looe eerene is } between 40, ee and 45 1000 MeN» 


be MATSU. ‘island. ‘igoe soauptes. B: aereeees. poskelen. covering. the. approaches 
to FOOGHOW (FUCHOU). ‘There are about 10,000 Nationalist troops on MATSU 
Somprteies: tts ign nai Pane sone ‘Anbilleny Battalion, Bee 


be the ‘as in he: wioteity ‘of TAITCHOU LIEH-TAO are manned by small forces 
of the Chiness: Natioridlists!: Army, Navys and: aia ac The eoitiatee: “strength 
of these gid “dss: Retpsch ‘1,500: to 2 5500s Y oe ma 


tom ae FD, 


: Te ~ TUNGCHUAN anid OCR Pare comparatively sual forces: on “them: of unknevn | 


pamenEe es Pg Os uae ‘ 

cae gh Pesra ony, ee eae 
8 ‘The Chinese Cenanniocs ays: ‘an estimated “five GCF Armies (Corps) plus 
various independent artillery: regiments. and, special. .coast.,defense troops. 
deployed:.along:thé:ceast between SWATOW and HANGGHOW. (see encl.}. . These. 
troopscaggregate between 165,000. te. 180,000 -men.,. Lt. alse. should.be’ noted 


‘that théesestroops:. could: be) easily. and. quickly. reenforced, by movements, of : 


peek forces: whieh, are - available aia and- to. the. north. ‘around Shanghai. . 


‘ Sav sd. was. meee ‘bare. ” ee dalands of. QUEMOY. and. MATSU, « cover “the., approaches 


to the. major ports:of AMOY. and FOOCHOW: (FucHou » respectively. By. holding these 


islands: the: Nationalist: ean. detect and, disrupt,.any: planned CCF invasion, forces 


staged: in. these: harbors; ‘Since-these are’ the two largest. ports in the area, 
and would consequently be of major importance in staging an invasion ef 


-FORMOSA ,. the:-Chinese: Communists must. endeavor to neutralize, these. obstacles 


inrsome’ matiner}the:.most likely.method being. an.attack and invasiom-of-the . 
macerseaes to. age ba Bog deena all: ‘Nationalists troops. : 2 ee 


105 é ‘none: fae dimidentd ons: whieh have, cropped: up, in. ‘the’ past. few weeks, te. ro 
ape aati ace) nee oe of: a i, aheack on. ree! begs TAISG. ht ase 





least: the previous gece, months oe 








; ) Movaniant:, of. several , anew dividions fron inland to. the. FOQCHOH ana 
= AMON: ‘Ames e.. eee es ne wok gs lee a ee 





“) The panied oy the cer. of ait “yank i “in the oe of lay. 
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a) Chinese Communist naval vessel of about 800 tons (class and type 
unspecified): opened. fire. On a Nationalist, ‘patrol, — (eype.8 nob: 
» Rpewpabe just west. 108 ‘QUEMEX on.. 16: Feb 195]... 


@) Gonsetracien of Lepresiae ss iy 150 large and small wooden boats 
sehong: the coach opposite, te -QEEMOY. © ; < soy ee 


+e 
oa 


woe Gontinuea maneeee. of. GCF. ‘amphibious training on email geale using. 
small boats and sailing - craft. . 


(2) Massing ef motor junks by 62nd CCF Division spperite TAICHOU LIEH-TAO 


(h) Chinese Nationalist QUEMOY island Gednakaar peporta a concentration 
ef two LST, 87 moter junks and,1240 Junks. ‘sighted west of QUEMOY. 





The above evidence would appear* ‘contimatory ‘Since most of them have 
been dadividually confirmed. im Rr ot x 





ll. Ghinese Nationalist Naval vessels ; are’ tet pand. at, these: eetatal islands 
which are considered by the Chinese more in :the Lighti of advance operating 
bases than merly. safe anchorages. There are five patrol craft each, class 
and type unknown, stationed at TAICHOU LIEH-TAO, MATSU, and QUEMOY. They 


- endeavor to patrol:in the vicinity of the islands. . The Navy alse eutempes 


to supply and support the troops on the islands. 


12. As can be seen the taking of either QUEMOY or MA TSU would be a major 
operation, which is net to be belittled or written off. It must be. borne 


‘in mind that the Chinese Nationalists have held these islands for a ‘long 


time and have been fortifying them and preparing for a defense of them. To 
take QUEMOY the CCF must conquer at least. six divisions..of Nationalists . 
Groops o It is believed that the latter have the capability of repelling an 
invasion of less. than three to ene strength, and even then there would be a 
battle. The unknown factor of morale enters into the situation also, but . 
so far minor attempts te reduce these garrisons have failed. With continued 


_U.S. moral support there is no reason to look for a let down in morale. 


13. An invasion of the coastal islands also poses a problem for the U.S. 
ferces in the Far East.. This is mainly concerned with the current Presidential 
directive to prevent an invasion of FORMOSA and te step Chinese government 
action against the mainland, If the CCF were to employ air power to assault 
the Chinese government forces on QUEMOY or MATSU, and there is every reason: to 
believe they will, the Chinese Nationalists will probably also want to use 
their aiteraft for the*defense of the islands. Is this to be permitted, or 


are these islands considered a part of the mainland? Are Chinese Naval vessels 


te be allowed to fire.on CCF troops and gun. positions in the staging areas?. 
Is the Seventh Fleet to be used to support the position of the Nationalists. 
on the coastal islands? Any action on the part of. the Seventh Fleet to 


‘ prevent defensive action by the Nationalists will be sure to bring a turn- 


gut~face in the attitude ef the Nationalists toward the U.5e It will also 
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SECRET 
have an adverse effect on the prestige of the United states in she” eyes of | 
the other “peoples of the Orient .who- are fighting Commnism in Te CRISS - 
Burts - lislaya » Philippines, and Andetionsss eT 
: Ue ‘This paper is presented as an. intelligence estimate and the iis 
outlined above are merely pointed out as some shat 3 are ‘Likely to be éneountered i 
i. the formulation of plans and operations. AN z 
Very respectfully, 

ae) , eee ie he STONE Ses sae 

mT . Ee Captain, UsS> tay, : 
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